INTRODUCTION

COMPETENCE AND PROFESSIONAL
EDUCATION
Establishing benchmark practice in teaching, using a performance criterion approach, is a critical element in defining the profession and in professional education (Beare 1992) .
Education, training and university sectors have developed an increasing emphasis on performance and links to professions, therefore shifting dramatically from the traditional autonomy of practice which has been the prevailing culture of higher education (Peters 1994 ). Bartlett (1992) highlights four principal components in professional education:
• identification of competencies;
• specification of standards;
• program construction; and . Randall (1993) This case writing and graduating teachers 'personal portfolios indicate strong parallels between the demonstration of knowledge and skills by teachers, student teachers and even students:
PRE-SERVICE TEACHER EDUCATION, COMPETENCE AND CASE WRITING
• Student learning and learning outcomes are represented and identified through annotated work samples.
• Student teacher attitudes, attributes and performance are demonstrated through case writing, lesson plans and evaluations.
• Experienced teachers' expertise and proficiency are exemplified in folios for appraisal, the expression of dilemmas or cases of teaching and learning and the research efforts of teachers.
• The appropriateness of university teaching and professional preparation is reflected in the links which university students construct between theory and practice through the description, discussion and assessment of practice, so initiating pathways for new learning.
In • the practice of teaching and learning;
• the discursive -thinking and theorising about that practice, and connections to broader conceptions of teaching and learning and;
• the public explanation and critique of practice and its connection to theory, through case representation.
In this teacher education program which is partnership based, case writing has provided a powerful opportunity for graduating teachers to 
